
 

 

 
 
November 18, 2019 
 
 
The New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) is collaborating with the Elmira City School 
District (ECSD) to gather information about health concerns from current and former employees of the 
ECSD who have worked at the Elmira High School building (formerly Southside High School) located at 
777 South Main Street in Elmira. Faculty and staff who have worked in this building are being 
encouraged to contact the NYSDOH so that we can better understand their health concerns. Additional 
background information, including the information that we would like to collect, is included below. 
Current and former staff can provide this information to the NYSDOH by one of the following methods:  

• You may use this online link https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ELMIRA; 

• You may call June Moore or other NYSDOH representatives at 518-402-7950; 

• You may send an e-mail to our bureau working on this issue at BEOE@health.ny.gov; or 

• You may send the information via US mail to NYSDOH, BEOE, Corning Tower, Room 1203, 
Albany, NY 12237 

During recent public events and meetings, members of the school community and other stakeholders 
raised concerns about health outcomes they think could be related to contaminants present on the 
Elmira High School grounds. Some concerns that have been raised include cancer, low birthweight 
(less than 5 lbs. 8 oz.), birth defects, fertility issues, autoimmune or other immune disorders, thyroid or 
other endocrine disorders, asthma, and allergies. 
 
While scientific publications have linked some of these illnesses to site-related contaminants, this has 
occurred at much higher concentrations than have been observed at the school. Testing of the school 
and grounds over the past 20 years have identified contaminants beneath the school property. Ongoing 
work by NYS Department of Environmental Conservation and NYSDOH have minimized the potential 
for human exposure. This work included installing mitigation systems indoors and protective cover 
outdoors. However, we do not have information about the potential levels and pathways of exposure for 
these contaminants prior to the year 2000.  
 
Current and former Elmira High School employees are encouraged to contact NYSDOH so that we may 
better understand their health history relative to dates of employment, and other related information. 
We encourage you to do so no matter what the start and stop dates of your employment were at the 
school.  This information will help NYSDOH in its ongoing efforts to work with the ECSD and community 
stakeholders to address environmental health concerns related to the high school. The information we’d 
like to discuss with you includes what is shown in the attachment.  
 
This effort to collect information will continue until December 23, 2019. 
 
Additional information about the property and cleanup is available through the NYS Department of 
Environmental Conservation at: https://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/102390.html  
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New York State Department of Health  
 

Elmira High School Current and Former Staff Information Intake Form 
 
We encourage you to provide your name and birthdate (or the name/birthdate of the person you are 
reporting for) so that we can ensure that there is no duplication in reporting and that we can confirm the 
accuracy of school work history. We will keep all information confidential according to HIPAA 
requirements.  Also, you have the option to remain anonymous.   
 

1) Name (optional) 
 

2) Birthdate (optional)  
 

3) Today’s date 
 

4) Years of Elmira HS (formerly Southside HS) employment 
 
 

5) Job title and duties 
 
 
 

6) Portion of school (floor/wing) where you spent most of your time 
 

7) On average, how many hours per week did you spend in the school; (if a wide range due to 
extra-curricular activities, please indicate the range) 

 

8) Health concerns/illnesses and dates/ages for yourself 
 

 

 

 

9) Health concerns/illnesses and dates/ages for your children or other family member for whom 
you are reporting.   

 

 

In addition, we encourage you to discuss this information with NYS DOH staff who are knowledgeable 

about Elmira HS.  If you would like a call back to discuss this information please provide your contact 

information below.  You can also reach our staff at 518-402-7950.  

Phone Number:    

Times Best Reached:      

 

In advance, thank you for participating in this information gathering process.                                                 


